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 Superjour Force, that Ris 
bed his own Deſtruction. But to be Indolent or Unactive when 


TA the Laws of GON and Man by a ſinful Omiſſion of kis 
tys So that Power wichbut Right is Nothing:in a Morel \$6hſe ; 
it is in itſelf utterly incapable of obliging the Conſcience, 
For none will. be ſo, perverſe..as ro affirm, that a Man may 
Lau fully do all that —— why chi were ao be 

bitraty with a Witneſs ; or can diſpoſe and make yoid. ot wo 


Mens Rights, much lcfs the Laws of GOD, the Duties of na- 
pie or Seren Rel: ion. And therefore, tho? ſuch Com- 
Mut 


s may in e Senſe be called Fnvodlumary, inaſ- 


KHR . are not titer freely and of mete Motion ;--yet- f 
they ate ſo far Voluntary, 4s we. chooſe to take chem, rather .. 


than inicitty the Penalty of Refuſing; and are for this Reaſon” 
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4 1744 onſider Oe which a Matter of this Contequence re- 
uires; tho” this'alf6'is 2 very great Faulti/as expreflinga Want 
of 15 ente of GOD's Majeſty and Carefulnoſt of our Eter- 
| elfare; a Levity,'or Stupidity; whithno Man of Senſe or 
which I chiefly intend by a Raſh Oath, and that in reſpect of 
W error y! AS oh as. 'Promiflory Oaths;'iv the Sweckring) te a 
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infcicnte; one would think: could be Ruiltyv ef: But tha 


eak tas Oath, and obliges to nothing bur the Shame and 
. due to ſo raſh an Engagement. I ſwear to a' Nut — 

Impoſſhilt if T affirm that to be true, of the Truth of which 
not 25 be appriz'd, even tho' it ſhould ind: ed be nl 
For Tat ance, 1111 Ml ch poſitively that ſuch à Fact was done in 
Ten lan, at a time ben I myſelf was out of Fegland, or out df 
Town, [ {wear raſbly. e Fact poſſibly may have been done, 
but got to my certain Knowledge, unleſs there were Signs 
and Evidences and Demonſtrations of that Fact as certain as 
Ocular Knowledge, For it muſt always ve remembred, that 
'._ . when 


f 


4 2 
% od * 
s 3:74 » 
; 155 * n * 
4 & a . G'} 
* 4 ** 3 
' N „een 
\ N 
* 1 * A*. '% 
' ved 0 
"YL a LY 
- ba - 7 . 
1 7 | 5 
1 l Ss. * » 
* OO 
\ — 
— 


on Mens Perſons, or Eſtates. He cannot ſo — * as Es 11 8 


ages produce no Effect, N 


is remow' d. were to tranſ- 


a” * . 

W £5 

„ 
Ra, * 


1 5 


he Oath of a Fader Truth.y ve de net, Fear 29 
it barely as ſueh, but.to our certaia Knowledge of that Fact 


7 


or Truth which we aſſer rte. ie e 
In like manner, if I ſwear to do chat which no human Power 
can perform, or not certainly perform, or which I myſelf am 
uncapable' of par forming, Pear raſhly. Thus an Invader 
may be and overcome, but no Man can ſwear ha ſhatl 
. Events being in the Hand of G0 D, who; can give the 
Victory to the Weaker, it he ſees fit; much leſs can any Mag 
ſwear to conquer an Army by his own fingle Strength ; or not 
to ſubmit, at leaſt involuntarily, when overcome by- Superiour 


Force: Dut Inſtancas are endleſs; i Again; 


He who ſwears 20 do a wicked Action, ſwears to a Morel Imy 
poffbilizy, ro that which he cannot innocently, and therefore oughy 
not' to tha it be naturally poffi ble. Of this Nature 
was Herai's'Qarth; it was not Naturally impoſfible, He cord, and 
we find he did «nally keep it, by cutting off the Head of 


not do i Lawfully; could not poſibly keep it wuhout breaking 
the Laws of GO D, which no Human prey. yn geotas fuper- 
ſede. He was therefore in Conſcience, and if he wesld have 


ed Oath, and to preſerve the Bapriſt's Life. According ta that 


| | excellent Rule given by Mr. Neon, in his Meditations on this 
Saint's Days — unlawful Qath no way obliges him that 


takes it j the 'Taking-it is a Sim muſt be repented of; but the 


L Breaking of it/is a neceflary-Duty, and a Branch of that Re- 


* ce which is due for the former Raſhneſs in making it.“ 
Another Thing that renders a Promiſſory Oath uflawful, 
its being Vajuſt, ' As in the . Inſtance now mention d. 


th was raſh, becauſe the Matter of it was unlawful ; and ſo it 
would have been, whatever Precept of the Moral Law it had vio- 
lated : But befides this, it was alſo Vnjeſt; injurious to his 
Neighbour, as well as a. Tranſgreffion of the Law of G0 D. 
Indeed every Oak injurious to che Rights of others, and there- 
fore unjuſt, is ſor this Reaſon alſo-Raſh and Morally: kmpoſi- 
ble: But every Raſh Oath may not be unjuſt, or have any 
more than its 3 Guilt as Rath to anſwer for, withour 
the Aggravation ot injuſtice. Such Oaths as are thus aggra- 
vated,” do indeed e us to a more particular and e | 
Repentance; and to Reſtitution ſo ſar as is in our Power, 
without this there can be no true Repentancdcdgmeeae 


either to bind our former Obligations more ſtrongly on us 
by this Solemn and Religious Action, or elſe to ertata an Ob- 
ligation where there vas none before. Hence it is, chat an Oath 
is always to be underſtood in the Giver's Senſe of the Words, 
and not in the Taker's, if they can be ſuppoſed to differ; 
and oughe to be worded in the plaineſt and moſt expreſi 
Terms, co avoid all Equivocation and Mental Reſeryations, or 
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Bupriſt. But for all this, it was Moraliy Impoſſible: Heconld 


acted} as an honeſt-Man, obliged to repent of his rad, and wick 


' He who 6 Promiſſory Oath; intends thereby | 


heir own baſe Ends, but highly f judicial to the Temporal 
es of him to whom 2 n proj made, and to the Eternal 
| Intereſt of him who takes it, and therefore to be abominated 
by all fincere Chriſtians, as they would be even by Heathen 
Men of any Morality: x. m reg 
For ſuppoſing the Matter of my Oath doth neither require 
Diſobedience to the Laws of G O D and my Lawful Superi- 
nor is injurious to my Neighbour, nor to my on Soul, tho- 
ie de ever ſo prejudicial: to my mere Temporal Intereſt; it 
lays however a Bond upon my Soul that cannot be broken. Ac 
G hr the Doctrine of the P/almift, which requires from the 
Man whodefires to be a Member of GOD's Church on Earth, 
or of his Kingdom in Heaven, that when he has ſworn to his 
Neighbours, he ſhould not diſappoint them, tho to 8 
Oath may happen to be to his own Perſonal Diſad vantage. This 
in my Opinion is the Reaſon why the Iſraelites were oblig' d to 
| keep their Oath to the Gibeonires, becauſe by doing ſo they hurt 
nobody but themſelves. But the ſame People were in the Right 
not to let Sawl's Oath, take place; becauſe it was injurious to 
Jonathan, and the Publick, by my Violence to the Life of 
an Innocent and Deſerving Perſon. Of Fepbrbe's Oath 1 ſhall 
— othing, ſeeing it is diſputed, whether or no he kept it lite- 
For tho” we may have Power over our on Rights, 'tho' we 
may and ought to diſpenſe with them upon a reaſonable Occa- 
fion, yet we have none over the Rights of other Men. We cannot 
fwear away their Rights, whatever we may do with our own. 
Nor'can s:ſecohdd Oath render former Oath, lawfully. * 
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Unlawful ; then mi 155 reverſe all GOD's 
| Commandments, andio live by what Laws 
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on 
Religi Mon | confirm'd by 
eur'Saviour's Determin the Matter in the Caſe of 'Cor- 
ban. The Jews, as'all Men, were oblig'd by the Law of 
Nature, and that People wre farther oblig'd by thesth Com- 
mandment, to be dutiful „ Parents, and to maintain 
them, when uncapable of providing for themſelves. hut — 
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wicked Scribes 8 had taught them to ſwear: away 
this Natural Duty. 2 to look upon that unlawful Oach, 
which in Reality 9b Ka them to nothing but Repentance, as 
4 Bond upon their Conſciences, ſufficient to diſcharge them 
from their natural Obligation to their Parents: Making, as 
ire dur Lord reproaches them, the Commendments of G O D of no Effet# 
ri by their Tradition:. 45 1 rant 
ho” -; But: methinks chere needs no more be faid in ſo plain a 
it Caſe." The Rule is ſhort, plain, and evident. No Man can 
Kc be oblig'd by the moſt ſolemn Oaths, tho' never ſo often re- 
the ated, to what is not in his Power, to what is unlawful in the 
thi, Nature of the Thing, or unlawful to him, as being contrary to 
his '-Pra-engagements 3 cannot be oblig'd to Contradictions. 
his And it 1s a Contradiction for a Man to be bound in Duty to 
his do contrary to his Duty. He cannot, by breaking one Com- 
to -mandment, acquire Leave, much leſs an Obligation, to break 
urt any of the reſt. If he has but 100 J. in the World, and it is 
ght due to me as a juſt Debt, or by Oath, eſpecially, if he has 
2 ſworn to pay that Debt, and ſo lies under a double Bond; he 
; 


cannot give, no nor ſwear away that 100 /, to another Perſo 
perhaps my Enemy, who will uſe it ro my Damage, to ſue — 
deprive'me in unjuſt Courts of my undoubted Right. This, 
beides the Original Injuſt ice, and the Additional Per jury, 
would be aggravated by ſo many other ill Circumſtances, 
as to become an accumulated Wickedneſs, a Sin of the deepeſt 
Dye. Far be ſuch Iniquity from any who profeſs the Name of 
riſt ! far be thoſe Judgments from our Land, which the Juſti- 
proc Farting in ſuch a flagrant Tranſgreſſion would draw 
nus 3 JOE I 
- "Pur do all raſh, unlawful Oaths go for nothing ? have they 
then no Effect upon the Conſcience ? I anſwer, yes, they have. 
They oblige us to a very particular and ſolemn Repentance, 
according to the Manner and Meaſure of our Sin. For ſuch 
Offences as theſe have many Aggravaiont which muſt be par- 
ticularly confider'd, undone, and. aton'd for, as much as is in 
our Power. Of this none who underſtands the Nature of true 
Repentance can be ignorant: And none who have any Regard 
for their Souls and future Condition can be negligent. S. Paul 
tells us (2. cor. vii.) that the Godly Sorrow of the Corinthians, which 
— in them Repentance not to be repented of, ſhew'd itſelf in 
Carefulneſs, great Diligence in "eng all right again, Clearing of 
themſelves from their Offences againſt GOD and theirNeighbour, 
Indignation againſt ſuch Offences, Fear of continuing in their Sins, 
and of partaking in the Sins of others. YVehement De ſire of Amend- 
ment, Zeal and Revenge againſt their former Tranſgreffions, Ear - 
neſtneſt to reform at any rate, and whatever it coſt them. And 
in a word, a thorow Change of Mind and univerſal Amendment, 
in thoſe Particulars more eſpecially, wherein they had gone aſtray, 
The Church of curinth, planted by S. Paul, watered by many 
extraordinary Men, and adorn'd with many ad wirable Gifts, 
was not, we ſee, alham'd of this Humiliation; but gave Glory 
Fam os | | to 


end. 
0 Op by taking Shame to itſelf, hereby indeed it obtain'd 
the trueſt Gloty and firmeſt Eſtabliſiment. Humanum oFemare. 
Men, as Men, are liable to Error and Sin, and the Good- 
'neſs of GOD invites them to Repentance; very ofteti by 
ſuffering their Sins to bring upon them thoſe very Calamiries 
which they thouglit to have avoided by ſiuning. But to perſiſt 
in our Sins, and harden ourſelves under the Judgments of 800, 
to wipe our Mouths and ſay, we have done no Wickedneſt, is 
Diabolical. If neither the Mereies nor Judgments of G O-D 
will awaken us to Repentance, we are ripe for Deſtruction, and 
' muſt periſh in our Sins, I AE TEC 
Better TRIES are i Ah of Chriſtians, and Things chat ac- 
company Salvation, They dare not plead human Frailty ro 
leſſen the Guilt of Sin b it is committed, or the Bitterneſs 
of Repentance after, or any way to encourage Perſeverance in a 
Crime : But far be it even from good Nature, as well as Chri- 
ſtian Charity, to inſult or upbraid' Penitents with a common 
Calamity z or ot to have Compaſſion on thoſe who have been 
overtaken in a Fault, confidering ourſelves as liable to Tem- 
tation in that or ſome other Inſtance ; ſo that he who thinks 
x ſtands moſt ſecurely, has Reaſon to rake heed left he tall. 
There is Joy in Heaven over one Sinner that repents, more 
than over Ninery and nine juſt Perſons; and GOD forbid there 
mould not be 8 N Kindnefs. and Encouragement 
men towards them on Earth. It is in Conſequence of this, and 
a5 the beſt Expreſſion of our Affection, that we earneſtly 
them in the Bowels of Chriſt, for the Love of GOD, and even 
for their own Sakes, to conſider their Ways, and return to that 
Good Path from whence they are fallen. Repentance is the 
only Salve for a wounded Conſcience, and, Bleſſed be GOD, it 
is a ſure and infallible Remedy, if it be a True Repentance. 
Great Veneration has been paid to Oaths, even in Heathen 
and Barbarous Nations: How comes it then that the Sacred - 
neſs of an Oath is ſo much leflened, Mall I ſay? or rather that 
Oaths are become ſo contemptible among Chriſtians, but by the 
ky uency of Swearing. and the many Evaſions they have found 
to "= the Clamours of Confcience for the Sake of Intereſt. A 
Ueplorable Caſe! that . a moſt ſolemn and national 
Humiliation. But does the State obtain a Security or Advan- 
tage any way proportionable to the Violation of Conſcience ? 
In no wiſe: Oaths are little to be depended on, when become 
common and cheap: I do not ſay this o»ghr to be, but ſo it wilt 
be. If the Oath 'engages ro no more than what we were before 
oblig'd to, Good Men do not need this Tye, they do their» Du- 
x e it, and bad Men will keep it no longer than it ſerves 
heir Turn, but as eafily diſpenſe with it as they do with other 
Duties; for no Oath can bind the Diſhoneſt and Perfidious. 
In Ahings indifferent, and of little Conſequence, it is not 
 wotth while to engage ſo ſacred a Bond, And if the Matter 
of the Oath be unlawful, ir can be no manner of Security. 
For, as has been already prov'd, it is ipſo facto null, obliging to 
oy nothing 
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